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advantage to herself. His anticipation was entirely 
falsified ; the war lasted only seven weeks and Prussia 
emerged victorious and immensely strengthened by the 
absorption of several German states and by the formation 
of the North German Confederation under her leader­
ship. This, the first shattering blow which the French 
Emperor's diplomatic schemes had received, led him to 
demand compensation for the growth of Prussian power, 
and one of his proposals was the cession .of Luxemburg 
to France. 

This suggestion had some legal plausibility quite apart 
from the question of the balance of power. For the 
Prussian garrison held Luxemburg in the name of the 
German Confederation, which had been destroyed by 
the war of r866 ; a nd, the authority to which the garrison 
owed its existence being gone, it was only logical that 
the garrison should go too. A fter much demur 
Count Bismarck acknowledged the justice of the argu­
ment (April, 1867), but it did not by any means follow 
that the French. should therefore take the place vacated 
by the Prussians. At the same time the fortress could 
not be left in the hands of a weak Power as a tempta­
tion for powerful and unscrupulous neighbours. The 
question of Luxemburg was therefore the subject 
discussed at a Congress held in London in the following 
May. 

Here the Prussians showed themselves extremely 
politic and reasonable. Realizing that, with the advance 
of artillery, the great rock-fortress no longer had the 
military value of earlier days, they not only raised no ob­
jections to the evacuation of Luxemburg by their troops, 
but in the Congress it was they who proposed that the 
territory of the Grand Duchy should be neutralized 
' under the collective guarantee of the Powers '. 1 A 

1 Edward Hcrts let, The Map of Europe by T1·caty, vol. iii, p. x8o6, 
no. 4o6. ' Proposal of Pmssia of Collective Guarantee by Powers 
of Neutrality of L11.\"e111b111:z, London, 7th May, 1867.' 


