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Russia soon after the events brought about by the
Turkish revolution of 1908, endeavored to found a union
of the Balcan states under Russian patronage and directed
against the existence of Turkey. This union which succeeded
in 1911 in driving out Turkey from a greater part of her
European possessions, collapsed over the question of the
distribution of spoils. The Russian policies were not dis-
mayed over this failure. According to the idea of the
Russian statesmen a new Balcan union under Russian
patronage should be called into existence, headed no longer
against Turkey, now dislodged from the Balcan, but against
the existence of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy. It was
the idea that Servia should cede to Bulgaria those parts
of Macedonia which it had received during the last Balcan
war, in exchange for Bosnia and the Herzegovina which
were to be taken from Austria. To oblige Bulgaria to fall
in with this plan it was to be isolated, Roumania attached
to Russia with the aid of French propaganda, and Servia
promised Bosnia and the Herzegovina.

Under these circumstances it was clear to Austria that
it was not compatible with the dignity and the spirit of
self-preservation of the monarchy to view idly any longer
this agitation across the border. The Imperial and Royal
Government appraised Germany of this conception and
asked for our opinion. With all our heart we were able
to agree with our allys estimate of the situation, and assure
him that any action considered necessary to end the
movement in Servia directed against the conservation of the
monarchy would meet with our approval.

‘We were perfectly aware that a possible warlike
attitude of Austria-Hungary against Servia might bring
Russia upon the field, and that it might therefore involve
us in a war, in accordance with our duty as allies. We
could not, however, in these vital interests of Austria-Hungary,
which were at stake, advise our ally to take a yielding
attitude not compatible with his dignity, nor deny him our
assistance in these trying days. We could do this all the



