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that Servian affairs could be of such interest to Russia'. 1 

But in their White Book, in order to blacken the 
character of Russia, the Germans remark that they 
'were perfectly aware that a possible warlike attitude 
of Austria-Hungary against Servia might bring Russia 
into the field'.2 Both stories cannot be true: the German 
Government have, not for the last time in the history of 
these negotiations, to choose between ineptitude and 
guilt; the ineptitude of not recognizing an obvious fact, 
and the guilt of deliberately allowing Austria to act 
in .such a way that Russia was bound to come into the 
field. 

When Austria presented her ultimatum, Sir Edward 
Grey did all he could to obtain the good offices of 
Russia for a conciliatory reply by Servia, and to per­
suade the German Government to use influence with 
Austria so that she should take a friendly attitude to 
Servia. On the day of the presentation of the Austrian 
note he proposed to Prince Lichnowsky, the German 
Ambassador, the co-operation of the four Powers, 
Germany, France, Italy, and Great Britain, in favour 
of moderation at Vienna and St. Petersburg, and when 
the Austrians rejected the Servian reply he took 
the important step of proposing that the French, 
Italian, and German Ambassadors should meet him in 
conference immediately 'for the purpose of discovering 
an issue which would prevent complications '.3 The 
proposal was accepted with alacrity by the French and 
Italian Governments. The German Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs, Herr von Jagow, on the other hand, 
was unable or unwilling to understand the proposal, 
and Sir Edward Goschen seems to have been unable 
to impress its real character upon the Government of 

1 Correspondeuce, No.94. SirM.de Bunsen to Sir E . Grey,July29. 
' German White Book, p. 4 (see infra Appendix I). 
' Ibid. No. 36. Sir E. Grey to Sir F. Bertie, Sir H. Rumbold, 

and Sir R. Rodd, July 26. 


